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all would be rejoiced to be under the protection of sucb 
a power, and many are content to place themselTes 
■under its guidance, as a relief to their perplexities, or 
to save themselves the labour of inquiry, on the chance 
that such pretensions may be true. But others doubt, 
or refuse to believe, not because they are indifferent to 
the claim (unless they be indifferent to religion itself), 
but because they are of opinion — some, that the evi- 
dences of the claim are insufficient to support it ; others, 
that a fair and extensive trial having been made of it, 
it has been found to be a failure or a cheat. 

But then occurs the other ([uestlon. Do the advocates 
of this claim really believe in it themselves ? Does the 
Church of Rome practically believe herself to possess 
the infallible power of deciding controversies, of which 
she so loudly boasts ? Can we follow her to her home, 
and ascertain whether she administers to her own chil- 
dren and household the medicine, of which she claims 
to be the sole vender ? Does she apply her philosopher's 
stone to relieve the poverty and nakedness of her own 
secret chambers ? 

If we find that she does not — that the children of 
Kome are perishing of the same diseases which afflict 
the rest of mankind — ^perplexed with the same contro- 
versies, doubts, and difficulties amongst themselves, 
which are to be found in other communions, and never- 
theless, that they never think of seeking to their 
boasted infallible tribunal for a solution of their per- 
plexities ; if we find that even the infallible tribunal 
itself does not think it advisable to interfere for the 
relief of its doubting children, but, on the contrary, 
sits still and suffers them to fight out their controversies 
like other folk, then must we he convinced either that 
the possession of this gift of infallibility is, after all, no 
such great advantage, or that its pretended possessors 
are no real believers in themselves. 

1. For example, we are taunted by Romanists 
with the necessary imperfections of vernacular versions 
of the Bible. They are, it is said, the work of men con- 
fessedly falliblel; they are liable to many errors ; the 
faithful, therefore, in reading them are reading, not the 
infallible Word of God, but a version of that word, made 
by fallible and erring men, and therefore, fallible and 
erroneous like its authors. 

Well, then, suppose this to be so, what more impor- 
tant case can be conceived for the exercise of an infallible 
judgment than to secure the Church from this danger 
by providing vernacular versions which shall be purged 
from all error ? Yet this we are told the infaUibiUty of 
Home is unable to effect. Bellarmine, the warmest atl- 
vocate of the Ultramontane pretence to iufivlUbility, ad- 
mits its failure here. He tells us that this weakness of 
their boasted infallibility is one cause why the Roman 
Church refuses to its laity, of different nations and 
languages, vernacular versions of the Scripture in their 
respective tongues — "Because (says he) vernacular 
languages are subject to continual change; versions, 
therefore.in vernacular languages, ought to be continually 
altered to suit them to the variations of the languages. 
But this would be impossible, for want of competent 
translators, and thus many and irremediable errors would 
be occasioned, since neither Popes nor Councils are able 
to judge of so many languages."* 

So, then, on this most important point, the infallible 
judge is at fault, and Rome, with her boasted power of 
deciding all difficulties and controversies, confesses her- 
self unable to provide her children with versions of the 
Bible without the very same risk of error which her di- 
vines represent as the peculiar disadvantage of the Pro- 
testant translator. But here we find, by Bellarmine's 

confession, that Popes and Council can do no better 

their gift of infallibility fails them here; they can only 
trust, like ourselves, to the qualifications of the transla- 
tors ; for "they are unable to judge of so, oiany langua- 
ges.'* Hahemus conjiteniem reum. 

In what, then, is the condition of the Roman laity 
better than our own, in reference to vernacular versions ? 
One version, in a language which was partially verna- 
cular in Europe some centuries ago, is authorized and 
pronounced " authentic," or infallible. But this version 
is now as unintelligible to the great mass of the people 
as the Hebrew or Greek originals ; and if versions of 
this version in the modern languages of Europe are 
partially and sparingly allowed, they are allowed solely 
on the responsibility of the individual translators ; the 
in&llible judge has carefully abstained from giving them 
any real sanction, and they who use them must take 
them, as we take ours, on the character for learning 
and integrity of the individual translators. 

2. A^&ia, with respect to other controversies, when 
we look at the internal history of the Roman com- 
munion, we do not find that its members possess any 
very transcendant advantages over ourselves. The 
Jesuits and Dominicans, the Jesuits and Janseoists, the 
Dominicans and Franciscans, and other great contending 
parties, were allowed to work out their several contro- 
versies just as they would have been allowed to work 
them out if they had been Protestants. No infallible 

• '* Tot Tero translationum inutatioues sine gravissimo perlculo et 
incoramodo non aerem. Nam non semper inveniunlur idtmei iutert)rrf 
tes ; alque in multi errores committeieuier qui non possent pos'(.a 
ttciie toll], cum neque PoittificesnequeamcUiaiietol Unguis judicare 
ottint"~BeUarmm. Be Verho Dei. lib. it. c. 16, n. 33. 



authority interposed to allay the storm, to calm the 
virulence of party spirit, or to settle for ever on which 
side truth was to be found. Troublesome questions 
were hushed up, and troublesome individuals silenced 
or put out of the way by various calumnies or artifices, 
and sometimes by persecution or imprisonment, with 
even more of unjustifiable violence than is usual in 
other communions. And this we are told was because 
the questions at issue were merely matters of theological 
opinion, and not de fide, or articles of faith. They 
were of sufficient Importance, however, in the eyes of 
the contending parties, to justify them in embroiling 
kingdoms, shedding of the blood of thousands, burning 
monasteries, desecrating churches, polluting the graves 
of saints, plundering villages, and breaking the sacred 
bond of unity and charity among Christians — nay, the 
Reformation itself, is asserted by its bitterest opponents 
to have been the immediate consequence of one of these 
contests. 

If, then, the infallibility of Rome is either too weak 
or too slow in its operation to settle such controversies as 
these, we may well ask, what great advantage has the 
Roman Church in the possession of such a power ? If 
the infallible tribunal can only interfere in the last ex- 
tremity, when an article of faith is at stake, and if it 
must sit still and allow all inferior controversies to grow 
and fester, until at length they attain to the degree of 
virulence which undermines the faith, it is surely not too 
much to say, that such a power, so limited in its ex- 
ercise, but ill deserves the vaunting boasts of its zealous 
advocates. Nine out of ten of our most bitter contro- 
versies relate to subjects which are not defide ; and for 
these (by the showing of their own divines) we can 
look for no decision from Roman infallibility. 

3. And yet there is one controversy still unsettled, 
which one would think ought to be regarded as of suf- 
ficient importance to be dealt with as fundemental ; I 
mean the doctrine of infallibility itself. But upon this 
subject, all important as it is, the Roman infallible tri- 
bunal has as yet given no infallible decision. Divines 
arc still in the dark, both as to the precise seat of 
the infallibility, and as to the occasions in which we 
are to look for or expect its interference. This, 
to say the least, is suspicious. Does the Roman 
Church really believe in her own pretended powers? 
Her infallible decisions (it would seem) are made for 
those only who refuse to receive them ; but for her 
own children, for those who profess to believe in her 
infallibility, she decides nothing; not even in refer- 
ence to the seat and nature of this very infallibility 
itself. They miy have controversies amongst themselves 
as fierce and vehement, to say the least, as any that ever 
raged elswhere ; but no infallible decision is vouchsafed 
to calm their turbulence. If they are sound in the 
fundamentals of the faith, they can look for no help in 
minor matters, however important, from the infallible 
tribunal. The infallible judge meddles not with those 
questions which are not de fide. In other words, he 
speaks only for those who refuse to receive his decisions. 
He ministers no relief to the perplexities of his own 
children or subjects. Does Rome, then, really believe 
herself to be as infallible as her divines pretend ? 

4. One of the most important benefits to be looked 
for from the possession of an infallible guide in religion, 
to the members of the communion so privileged, wou'd, 
doubtless, be aprovision for infallible public instruction ; 
the catechisms, the liturgical offices, and books of devo- 
tion, the sermons of such a communion will, certainly, 
we would say, be jealously guarded by the gift of infal- 
libility, and nothing erroneous or unsound will be ad- 
mitted into these mainsprings and fountain-heads of 
Christian life. 

But when we come to examine the actual practice of the 
Church of Romein these matters, we find that hersupposed 
infallible tribunal gives her no advantage in this respect 
over other churches. Her catechisms are composed by 
fallible men, and are taught to her children by men as 
fallible. Her devotional offices, even the Breviary ser- 
vices appointed for the devotions of her priesthood, her 
very liturgy, ancient and venerable as it is, do not pro- 
fess to have the sanction of the infallible authority. 
And the sermons, or public teaching of her clergy, are 
confessedly, like those of other communions, the private 
opinions of the individual preacher. What advantage, 
then, have the members of the Roman Church from the 
boasted infallibility of which they pretend to be the 
possessors? If an objection is made to some childish 
legend of the Breviary, if we detect a catechism in a 
manifest error, or a preacher in a palpable extravagance 
or falsification of some authority, we are at once told 
that the Church is not responsible ; that the infallible 
tribunal has not spoken through any such medium. 
We ask, then, why has she not? If (as Roman doctors 
pretend) there be in this Church this power of detecting 
all error, why not cut off' error at its source, by sup- 
plying the laity with infallible instruction ? Does it 
not seem strange that a communion, possessing the high 
privilege of infallibility, should, in the instruction of 
her people, in her devotions, in her public teaching, be 
confessedly in no way more protected from human 
error and infirmity, than we who have no such advan- 
tage? Either the infallible tribunal, of which she 
boasts, is unable to guard the hiity from erroneous 



teaching — and in that case we may&irly doabt whether 
the possession of such mfaJlibility is so great an advan- 
tage as its advocates pretend — or else the Roman 
Church, by her caution in this department of what 
would seem to be her duty, clearly betrays her secret 
unbelief in her pretended privilege. Borne does not 
really believe in her own infallibility. 

3. This will be more evident if we look into the in- 
ternal dissensions of that communion. 'V^ shall find, 
not only that the possession of a power of appeal tq an 
infallible tribunal, gives them no advantage whatsoever 
in calming the virulence of controversy ; but that the 
contending parties, although both professing to believe 
themselves the subjects of an infallible judge, display no 
anxiety to obtain a final decision from hira, but, on the 
contrary, make use of every artifice to delay or evade a 
senteiice. The infallible tribunal itself also acts with 
the same caution which a synod or convocation of 
bishops pretending to no infallibility would naturally 
use, to bring matters to an amicable arrangement — 
leaving the question at first an open one ; exhorting the 
belligerent parties to moderation and mutual forbear- 
ance ; issuing carefully- worded decrees, nicely con- 
trived to say as little as possible, and to give a triumph 
to neither party ; in short, we find the same arts of pru- 
dence and policy resorted to, which other people are 
forced to employ, who have no prerogative of infallibility 
to sanction their decisions. 

All this shows an inward consciousness on both sides 
that the boasted gift of infallibility must be used with 
caution, lest they who profess to submit to, rather than 
to believe in it, should be driven to rebellion. In no 
part of the history of controversy within the Roman 
Church, do we see her act, either in her head or in her 
members, with the bold confidence of faith in her own 
infallible power that we might reasonably have ex- 
pected. She acts rather with the caution of a lawyer, 
who desires to keep up as long as possible the acqui- 
escence of others in a legal fiction ; and in this light, 
there can be little doubt the claim of infallibility is prac- 
tically regarded in the Roman communion; and con- 
tending parties avoid or delay a de(fision, because they 
know, that such decision will not necessarily be the 
truth, although they know also that, whether true or 
false, they are bound to receive it as infallible. 
(To be continued.) 



CHALLENGE. 

WHY DO THE IRISH PRIESTHOOD DECLIITE PtIBtIC 
DISCDSSIOHS ON BELIGION? 

Individual priests may not feel sufficient masters of the 
controversy, and, therefore, may reasonably decline, lest 
they should injure what they believe to be a good cause 
by weak advocacy. Others may decline, because they 
think that, even though the cause of truth might be ad- 
vanced, the cause of Cliristian charily might he iajared 
by the excitement of personal feelings almost ineviuuly 
connected with an oral discussion, in which the anxiety to 
gain a victory, or avoid a defeat, may drive men, even 
of a calm mind and temper, to use arguments of which 
they would in cooler moments be ashamed. 

These motives we honour, and accept as fair grounds, 
and not mere excuses, for declining oral discussion. 

The discussion which we propose and challenge, is 
one of a very diff'erent and, we believe, a wholly unexcep- 
tionable kind. It is, that any priest or bishop of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Ireland or England (the 
more able and learned the better), shall not orally, but 
in print, in our pages, come forward and discuss, in a 
spirit ofcimdour and ChriHian kindness, the whole con- 
troversy, not hastily, but at full leisure. We do not 
ask the writers paA/ic/y to give their names: so that, if 
they fail, no personal disgrace will ensue, and their 
Church need not necessarily suffer; and there will, conse- 
quently, be the less temptation to lose temper, or use 
harsh language. All we require is, that Christian tem- 
per shall be preserved on both sides; and where au- 
thorities are cited, accurate references given to the 
volume, page, and exact edition, that time may not be 
lost in searching for the passages relied on. This we 
engage on our side to do. 

Should this challenge be accepted in the spirit of fair 
play, in which it is proposed, we cannot but think that 
there is some little chance of intelligent Irishmen being 
able to decide for themselves which party is in the right, 
whichever side truth may really be on. On our side, 
we pledge ourselves to insist on nothing but what we 
may be able to prove, and shall not assume anything to 
be dogmatically true or false, until we have laid our 
grounds for such opinion before the judgment of our 
Christian readers. With infidels we have nothing to do, 
and do not propose to write for such. Nor shall we 
discuss matters in which the Churches of Rome and 
England are agreed. We shall, therefore, deem the 
following propositions as admitted and indisputable : — 

1st. That the Old and New Testaments are the in- 
spired Word of God. [The authority of the 
Apocrypha will be, of course, a subject open to dis- 
cussion.] 

2nd. The Doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 

3rd. The Divinity :;iiu incarnation of our I<ord Jesus 
Christ. 
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4th. Thatthe Apostles', Nicene, and Athanasian creeds 
are true expositions of Christian doctrine. 

These doctrines being, as we helieve, common ground 
on which the two churches are agreed, cannot be dis- 
puted in our pages. 

What the H0I7, Apostolic, Catholic Church consists of, 
will, of course, be a matter to be discussed, as also, 
in due time, each of the peculiar doctrines adopted 
by the Church of Borne, and disputed by that of Eng- 
land. 

Should our challenge be declined, Catholic laymen 
cannot ascribe it to either of the grounds mentioned, and 
will, of course, be at liberty to draw their own conclu- 
sions as to the true reasons of such refusal ; but we shall 
not the less steadily proceed to analyze the controversy, 
and show what has been said by the ablest writers on 
both sides, in as short and simple a manner as the sub- 
ject will admit. Xieamed references and collateral mat- 
ters we shall endeavour to keep distinct from the main 
body of the argument, that the train of thought and 
reasoning may be the better followed by any intelligent 
man, however previously uninstructed in such matters. 
To be useful, we must be clear and simple ; and we 
think truth is always capable of being made so. To 
the learned, however, we shall, we hope, prove ourselves 
not unlearned, or unmindful of what is due to learning 
in others. Such matters as savour of mere erudition, 
or imply a deeper knowledge of the learned languages 
than ordinary men can be expected to possess, we shall 
endeavour to place in notes or appendixes, rather than 
embarrass the main thread of the argument with them. 
Thus we hope to afford acceptable aid, as well to the 
learned reader as to the humblest Catholic Christian 
who is able to read the simple truth, on which his eter- 
nal salvation must depend. 



SHALL ROME HAVE THE EXCLUSIVE CON- 
TROL OF EDUCATION ? 
Bhai-l Rome and her priesthood have the exclusive 
control and direction of education ? For three centu- 
Tiea this has been the great controversy of Rome with 
the nations of Europe. To this end the Inquisition was 
established ; the Society of Jesus was organized and 
disciplined ; the Edict of Nantes was revoked. Silenced 
for a time by the French Revolution, and the wars 
consequent on that great convulsion, the same contro- 
versy has arisen again in our day, and the struggle has 
been renewed in every country in Europe. Rome and 
"her priests say, that the preservation of social order, 
the existence of society itself, is involved in the submis- 
sion of men's will and reason to their guidance and con- 
trol. We, on the other hand, assert, that to stay by 
such means the progress of human intellect, to curb 
and fetter the minds of men, can be compared only to 
the attempt of the foolish parent, who hopes that by 
entire seclusion from the world, the child will escape its 
temptations and passions. The child becomes a man — 
a new and strange world, full of glittering baubles and 
delusive pleasures, burst upon him unwarned and un- 
prepared, and the suppressed volcano of his passions at 
once breaks out and destroys him. We say, that to pre- 
pare the mind for future conflicts and temptations, it is 
better to let youth traverse every field of knowledge. 
Let the reason be strengthened ; it is the instrument 
'Which God has bestowed upon all to enable us to judge 
between good and evil ; and to distrust its power, is to 
Teject and put to open scorn the gift of God. And, 
above all, we say, that to that reason of man, exer- 
cised and dicipUned, must be submitted whatsoever 
claims to regulate his principles and control his 
actions. That this free, unfettered exercise of man's 
reason can alone secure social order, we appeal to all 
history to prove. Go back, through the history of 
Europe for the last three centuries, and see if it does 
not teach us that every country where Rome and her 
priesthood have completely obtained the exclusive con- 
"trol of education, has not only lost that position in the 
;great European commonwealth once enjoyed, but has 
become a by-word of past greatness and present degra- 
dation. Whilst, on the other hand, with inferior ad- 
vantages, those countries where the Bible was free, and 
education was unfettered, Iiave progressed continually 
in power, and in the arts and sciences. To illustrate 
this, is our present object. 

It is hardly necessary here to repeat what every 
student knows, that, down to the fifteenth cen- 
tury, the question of priestly control over education 
could Imrdly be said to have arisen. In point offset, 
during the preceding ages, all knowledge was 
confined to the clergy. They alone had leisure 
and opportunity to master even the elements of learn- 
ing. "The close of the fifteenth century saw all this 
changed. The discovery of a new world enlarged the 
bounds of knowledge; and the invention of printing 
secured the spread and circulation of it. Then came 
the great burst of human intellect. The European 
cations, at one bound, seemed to have passed from 
childhood to manhood ; and this was not confined to 
one or two, but extended to all. 

First in this great race undoubtedly was Italy. There 
the light of literature had never been wholly extin- 
guish^ J but the age of Leo X, saw Italy adorned with 



learned men ; with warriors and statesmen ; with the 
greatest painters and sculptors of modern times. Nor 
was the pre-eminence confined merely to the arts and 
sciences ; her courts were the resort of the learned 
men of Europe ; to her great universities, Fadua and 
Bologna, flocked the most distinguished students from 
every country ; her cities were the most prosperous and 
flourishing in Europe ; an extensive commerce had 
made her merchants princes, and enabled the small re- 
publics of Genoa and Venice to cope with the most 
powerful monarchies. Such was Italy in the fifteenth 
century. 

At first, Rome, not perceiving the consequences that 
would result from the general spread of literature and 
education, encouraged and aided its progress ; but soon 
the Reformation startled her from her security. Then 
she saw that education and knowledge endangered her 
supremacy ; and to meet the coming danger, the Jesuits 
were organized by Loyola, and sanctioned by Rome. To 
obtain complete control over the education of all, and 
to bind and subjugate the intellects of men into entire 
submission to Rome, was the great and paramount ob- 
ject of that society ; and in Italy they succeeded. For 
three hundred years the whole education of the Italian 
mind has been intrusted by Rome to the Jesuits and 
the priesthood. For three hundred years every channel 
of knowledge and learning has been closed, except 
such as the Jesuits and priests have permitted to remain 
open. That such is, and has been the case, we woilld 
refer to the following passage in Farini's History (vol. 
I., p. 152). When speaking of the mode of govern- 
ment at Rome, he says — " The Sacred Congregation of 
Studies, composed of cardinals and of prelates, 
regulate public education at its discretion. The bishop 
is the director of instruction in each diocess ; the rural 
dean in each municipality ; and in each parish, the in- 
cumbent. It is forbidden to any one to teach publicly 
or privately without the license of the Sacred Congre- 
gation, or the approval of the bishop ; he, too, presides 
at the examinations, and frames or approves schemes, re- 
gulations, and books for all schools. Every teacher is 
either actually chosen, or else approved by him, or by 
the Sacred Congregation ; ecclesiastics are always 
preferred to laymen. In Rome the Jesuit Fathers are 
the sole educators of youth, and in other places they 
get the preference. It is forbidden to teach political 
economy ; the studies of medicine and jurisprudence 
jejune and defective- In Bologna there was a school 
of music ; but scientific academies, and those of arts and 
literature, were all under the control of the Sacred Con. 
gregation of Studies. Letters, impoverished by thecen- 
sorship, and byemptyacademic insipidities, yielded fruit 
worth Uttle to the taste and nothing for nourishment. 
The press was subject to a three-fold censorship — 
namely, to the Holy Ofllce, by the bishops, and the 
government." 

The above extract represents not merely what is the 
present position of education in the Papal States, but 
also what it has been for three centuriee , both there and 
in the rest of Italy. And what has been the result ? 
If exclusive control over education by the Romish priest- 
hood does tend to promote true liberty, to advance 
the well-being of society, and secure from taint and cor- 
ruption the morals of the people, what nation in Eu- 
rope should present such a picture of moral elevation, 
happiness, and liberty as Italy, and, above all, the Pa- 
pal States ? And what is the case ? Without com- 
merce, without literature; her cities, many of them al- 
most de-serted; the grass growing in the streets of 
Ferrara and Bologna. Bologna, which, in the I4th 
century, could reckon up her 13,000 students, now 
scarcely numbers as many hundreds; her courts of 
justice sinks of corruption ; her native sovereigns re- 
taining the forced allegiance of their subjects by the 
sword, or by the aid of foreign bayonets. Such is the 
present pohtical aspect of that once flourishing country. 
Nor does the moral condition of its people present a 
more favourable subject for contemplation. Nicbuhr, 
the historian, who, as diplomatic agent for the King of 
Prussia, resided for several years at Rome, thus speaks 
of the Italians in 1820: — " 'fhe Italians, as a nation, are 
walking dead men. "True, we must deplore and not hate 
them ; for unavoidable misfortunes have plunged them 
in their degradation, but the degradation is no less cer- 
tain. Intellect and knowledge, any idea which makes 
the heart throb, all generous activity is vanished from 
the land. All hope, all aspiration, all oflbrt, even all 
cheerfulness, for I have never seen a more cheerless na- 
tion." 

Dr. Arnold, also, who visited Italy in 1840, thus 
speaks of them :— " Certainly 1 do greatly prefer France 
to Italy, Frenchmen to Italians ; for a lying people, 
which these emphatically are, stink in one's moral nose 
all the day long. Good and sensible men, no doubt, 
there are here in abundance ; but no nation presents so 
bad a side to a traveller as this. For, whilst we do not 
see its domestic life and its private fruits and charity, 
the infinite vileness of its public officers, the gross ig- 
norance and the utter falsehood of those who must come 
in your way, are a constant annoyance. When you see 
a soldier here, you feel no confidence that he can fight. 
When you see a so-called man of letters, you are not sure 
that be has more knowledge than a baby. When you 



see a priest, he may be a devotee or an unbeliever 
When you see a judge or a public functionary, justice 
and integrity may be utter strangers to his vocabulary. 
It is this which makes a nation vile, whose profession, 
whether Godward or manward, is no security for per- 
formance. Now, in England we know that every soldier 
will fight and every public functionary will be honest 
and though many of our clergy may be enthusiasts yet we 
feel sure that none is an unbeliever." 

And again, speaking of the Papal government, he 
says : — " It is impossible not to be sickened with a go- 
vernment such as this, which discharges no one function 
decently. The ignorance of the people is prodigious. 
How can it be otherwise ? The bookselling shops 
sad to behold. The very opposite of that scribe in- 
structed in the kingdom of God, who was to bring out of 
his treasures things new and old These scribes bring out 
of their treasures nothing but the mere rubbish of the 
past and present. I could muse long and deeply on the 
state of this country. Neither do I see, humanly speak- 
ing, one gleam of hope. If one evil spirit be cast out, 
there are but seven others yet more evil, if it may be, 
ready to enter. 'Wherefore, I have no sympathy with the 
so-called liberal party. They are but types of the counter 
evil of Newmanism. For Newmanism leads to Socialism 
and Socialism leads toKewmanism.the eternal oscillations 
of the drunAen »itmo The varying vices and vileness of 
the slave, and tlie slave broke loose; half of our virtue is 
gone, says Homer, when a man becomes a slave ; and 
the other half goes, when he becomes a slave broken 
loose." 

Such were the observations on the Italians of the 
present day by two of the most distinguished men who 
have visited that country in the present century. That 
the picture thus drawn is not a harsh or unjust one, we 
think will appear abundantly, when we cite the observa- 
tions of a distinguished native writer of the present day. 
Farini, himself an Italian, and, as is evident from his 
book, a sincere member of the Roman Catholic Church, 
in page 72 of his work, after speaking of the establish- 
ment, by the Papal government of certain bodies, called 
centurions and Pontifical volunteers, proceeds thus — 

" These centurions and volunteers obtained their re- 
cruits amidst the meanest and most criminal of the peo- 
ple. They had the privilege of carrying arms ; were 
exempt from certain taxes, and were infiuenced by fana- 
ticism, not merely political, but also religious, because 
certain bishops and priests enrolled and instructed them. 
In some towns they domineered with brutal ferocity ; 
at Faenza, particularly, they scoured the places, in 
arms to the tteth, like a horde of savages in a conquered 
country ; the police was in their hands, so that they 
practised insolence and excess with impunity. The 
country people and servants resisted their masters ; 
they avenged the wrongs of the government, those of 
religion, those of their sect, and of every member of it ; 
and they lighted up in Romagna a very hell of frantic pas- 
sions. I have already told, and I sorrowfully repeat it, 
how the liberal sects of Romagna had begun, at an 
early date, to imbrue their hands in the blood of their 
opponents. The example was fatal; blood brought 
forth blood. The liberals had treacherously shed it, 
under the pretext of freedom and patriotism ; the cen- 
turions were greedy of it for the honour of Mary, and 
of the Vicar of Christ. Oh, may it please the mercy of 
God, that all parties may imbibe the persuasion that no 
enormity is necessary or advantageous to the cause of 
nations, of the masses, or of governments." 

Such is the picture, given by a native writer, of the 
proceedings and conduct of the contending factions in 
the Papal States. 

Again, in another passage, speaking of the govern- 
ment, he says, page 75 — 

'■ 'The Pontifical government seemed to bind bad and 
good in the same bundle ; they said tliey wished to se- 
parate the chafffrom the corn, but they trampled all 
without judgment or charity. The judicial depart- 
ment was not rectified, according to promise ; codes were 
not published ; an ill.patched penal statute was 
enacted, in which were merciless punishments for the 
crimes which were called treasonable, or which might 
be so construed. There exists a circular of Cardinal 
Bernetti, in which he orders the judges, in the case of 
liberals charged with ordinary offences or crimes, in- 
variably to inflict the severest punishment. The judges 
seconded all this fierce passion, if they were of the same 
faction, or else did so from fear or venality. The police 
were all factious in some places ; and an agent of police 
caused more alarm among the inhabitiints than an high- 
wayman. They would not let the liberals indulge in 
shooting, or in any other amusement ; they refused them 
passports, pried into their families, and used force 
against their domiciles and persons with incessant and 
minute searches. Meanwhile, the administration of the 
public revenues remained as of old — without method, 
and without credit ; trade, industry, and instruction 
suffered not only neglect, but discouragement and dete- 
rioration." 

Such is the government, and such are the governed, 
in the States of the Church — the government, a govern- 
ment by Pope, cardinals, and bishops ; the governed, 
the people who, themselves, and their fathers, have been 
exclusively educated and brought up, from childtood^by 



